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Week 11: Be Prepared 

Matthew 3:1-12 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

   

We’re approaching the Second Sunday of Advent. For the First Sunday, 

we’re kind of in disbelief, but by the 2nd Sunday, we’re in full throttle of the 

season. In just a week’s time, something shifts into high gear, and we may 

be left feeling already consumed in the busyness and overwhelmed by our 

to-do lists. We want to remain present in our time of preparation, but we 

often are swept up in the preparations that they begin to feel more like 

obligations, which leaves us seeking peace.  

In this scripture, John the Baptist was not letting people off the hook. He 

was serious about preparation. Baptism was the beginning of preparing 

ourselves to receive Christ, but some were getting baptized because it was 

the popular thing to do. John warns that true preparation is life-changing. 

In the Message Devotional Bible, Eugene Peterson offered three words 

that drew his attention: prepare, snakes, and fiery. To paraphrase his 

reflection, he said preparation requires repentance and a changed life, but 

some were still slithering their way back to their old lives. Fire changes 

things drastically, so we should be prepared that our lives will look 

drastically different. We will be transformed when we make a path for Christ. 

On the second week of Advent, we focus on Peace, but this scripture 

doesn’t leave us feeling very calm and peaceful. But if we truly prepare 

ourselves and make a path for Christ, his peace will come and fill our hearts. 

True peace comes to us when we make a path for Christ’s peace to be born 

in us.  

 

  



Let us now prepare to light the Peace candle. 

God of Peace,  

We hear the loud voices to prepare the way for You. 

Our paths to your peace are rarely straight. 
Through twists and turns, backroads and sideways, 

We finally make a way to You. 
 

We confess we are restless, unsettled, or just off. 
We confess our sins of selfishness. 

We seek your peace to calm us. 
We seek your forgiveness to liberate us. 

During this Season of Advent, 
your Holy Spirit washes us anew, 

sparking a fire within our hearts, 
spreading from heart to heart, 

making its way into the world. 

 
We hear the loud voices to prepare the way for You. 

We finally make a way for You 
 to bring peace to our restless hearts 

to bring peace to the suffering 
to bring peace to all in the world. 

 
We light the Candle of Peace because  

You give us peace through redemption. Amen. 
 

Reflection questions: 

Where do you need peace in your life? 
Have you experienced peace after surrender? 

Where do you need forgiveness? 
Write a prayer of confession. Begin with: Forgiving God, please forgive me 

for…  

 

 


